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ST. PATRICK SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER

The mission of St. Patrick School is to provide its students with a 
safe and nurturing environment that promotes Catholic values and 
academic excellence by placing God at the center of all learning.  

Semester 1 
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Red Ribbon Week!
Red Ribbon Week is a week 
during November dedicated 
to bringing awareness to 
drug use. Red Ribbon Week 
began on Monday, kicking 
off the week with a red top 
and blue jeans. On Tuesday, 
it was "shade out drugs", 
when students wore 
sunglasses. The next day 
was Wednesday and the 
theme was, "Drug Free 
Looks Like Me." Girls were 
asked to wear a red hair 
piece, while the boys wore a 
red tie. Then on Thursday, 
each class listened to a 
guest speaker that explained 
the affects of drugs. On the 
last day, Friday, the theme 
was "Team Up Against 
Drugs." This theme allowed 
students to wear their 
favorite team jerseys with 
blue jeans. Each class had a 
competition for the best 
drug free awareness door, 
and the winner would get an 
ice cream party. 

Winners: 

K-2: 1A, Ms Ledo 

3-5: 

6-8: 8A, Ms. Cardenas 

- Emily Hurley  
and Miren Grisolia

YTeach Tutoring App 
What is the YTeach Academic Support Platform? YTeach is an 
organization application that allows St.Patrick students to have access to 
free peer tutoring. Our National Junior Honor Society members and 
nominees have been dedicating their time to tutor students. Students 
being tutored by their peers has shown to be a better experience for the 
students and has improved their testing scores. Using the app, parents 
and students can set up tutoring sessions as needed, all you have to do is 
open the app and choose the time, subject, and tutor that is right for you. 
Tutoring is taken on campus, so make sure to pick a time and day that 
fits in with your scheduleIe. If you are interested in a free friendly 
tutoring service, remember we are just one click away. 

*Tip: When first logging into the app your login may not work. That's 
okay! Simply close the app and open it again and you should be signed 
in.* 

- Isabella Abreu 

Fall Festival 
The Fall Festival is a time of year when St. Patrick's families gather to 
celebrate the fall season. This year there was a pumpkin patch, games, 
along with other fall festivities. Parents volunteered to cook and sell food 
and there was even a farmers market. Prizes were given out to the 
winners of the best dressed in the annual costume contest. The fall 
festival isn't only for the kids who attend St.Patrick but alumnus who 
want to drop in to say, "Hi." This year's Fall Festival is going to be hard 
to beat! 

- Sofia Rosales
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Welcoming Our New Faculty Members 
There are a few new faculty members to the St. Patrick School family! 
They were interviewed and here's what we found. 

Coach Fernandez 
Coach Fernandez is from Santa Clara, the capital of the central Cuban province of 
Villa Clara. He played professional volleyball in Germany for a season and now 
plays on our wonderful beaches here in Miami. He wanted to be a teacher to share 
the happiness that sports provided him. His favorite part of being a teachers is 
seeing his students succeed at something they didn't know they were capable of. 
He hopes his students will learn to have a competitive drive and a winning 
mentality for the future. 

- Mariana Zamudio 

Ms. Shiflett 
Mrs. Shiflett, our new 4th grade teacher, has come to St. Patrick with a goal of 
instilling belief in God, self-reliance, resilience, and the importance of others to 
her students. She was born and raised in Miami and attended the University of 
Florida. She first taught at St. Petersburg, and then moved to Marco Island part-
time. Afterward, she taught special education in Illinois and later in Tennessee. In 
total, Mrs. Shiflett has taught for eighteen years. She loves watching her students 
bloom, learn, achieve successes, and develop their differences. 

- Emma Bossard 

Ms. Iris 
Mrs. Iris is the Kindergarten aide rom Caracas, Venezuela. Her children Sofia and 
Lucas inspired her to become a teacher. She has a degree in business however her 
dream was to work at St. Patrick's. She moved from her home country of 
Venezuela and has lived in Miami for 20 years. She has been working at St. 
Patrick's for 16 years now and she loves the students. Everyday they are the ones 
who inspire her to keep going. Ms. Iris said if she were to be born again she'd 
choose this career over and over again. Her favorite part about being a teacher is 
that she is able to help children, and through them she learns something new 
everyday. "I learn from people like Ms. Moro, Ms. Piña, Ms. Crosby, Ms. 
Cardenas, Ms. Pages, and Ms. Gempton every day I come into work. English is 
not my first language so I learn it from the kids," says Ms. Iris. She hopes to teach 
her students to be consistent, have values, and respect. She wants them to find 
something they really love to do, not for money but for their heart. 

- Valentino Morales-Salas 

Faculty Pictures
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Ms. Ormaza 
Ms. Ormaza is the third grade teacher's aide from Ecuador. She is always seen 
having fun with her students and making learning exciting. Ms. Ormaza's son 
inspired her to pursue her desire to enter the education field. Her favorite part 
about teaching is, "always be attentive to the difficulties that a student presents 
when he/she is in class." She instils the values that every human being has to 
have for their daily life such as respect, love, solidarity. Ms. Ormaza believes 
values teach a person to be whole in the present and in the future. 

- Olivia Peacock 

Ms. Castaldo 
Ms. Castaldo was born in Brooklyn, New York but pretty much grew up in 
Miami. What inspired her to become a teacher was it was in her and she liked to 
make sure that people were able to reach their goals. She enjoys being a teacher 
and working with kids. She loves it when the kids start to get excited to learn 
new things. What Ms. Castaldo likes about being a teacher is when the students 
understand the information she gives them. Ms. Castaldo wants to let her 
students know that there is more than one way to solve their problems. She 
wants to make sure that her student never gives up on what they are trying to 
accomplish. There’s more than one answer in the life of learning because it 
never stops. 
- Francesca Yunis  

Mr. Viramontes 
Mr.Viramontes is the K-8 Spanish teacher from in Mexico. He moved to the U.S 
when he was 14 years old and lived in California for about 24 years. After living 
in California, he moved to Miami about 4 years ago. Mr.Viramontes taught in 
many places before he came here! In Los Angeles, he taught in a University,  a 
middle school and a high school. Mr. Viramontes’ dream was always to become 
a teacher. He is also an artist and loves to create amazing color pencil drawings. 
He truly enjoys being a teacher and teaching what he knows. The most 
important thing that Mr.Viramontes hopes to teach his students is to encourage 
them to become better human beings. “Everyone makes mistakes in their lives 
and its part of being human…” This quote that Mr.Viramontes said can really 
inspire all students to just keep going even if there is a bump in the student's 
path of greatness. He doesn’t want to prevent us from making mistakes because 
it's all part of life. We become better humans by learning from our mistakes. Mr. 
Viramontes wants to be here for all his students so he can inspire them. He 
wants everyone to know that when the students get confused, it’s a good thing, 
everyone should be confused at one point of their life. The reason for this is 
because when you get confused, you start asking questions, and with the more 
questions you ask, the more answers you’ll be able to get. 
- Francesca Yunis 

Faculty Pictures
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Shamrock Shuffle 
The Shamrock Shuffle is a fundraiser thats raises money for our school's needs by running laps around the 
gym. The St.Patrick's families fund these laps and with each lap ran more money is raised. This year's 
Shamrock shuffle was a huge success. We managed to raise $47,000 for the school thanks to the generosity 
of all the St.Patrick's families. We are deeply grateful for these contributions to our school and will strive 
to deliver the best education possible for our students. 

- Gabriel Farina 

NJHS Induction 
On Wednesday, November 10th, eight of our 8th and 7th graders were inducted into the National Junior 
Honor Society (NJHS). The students were Emily Hurley, Valentino Morales-Salas, Francesca Yunis, 
Mariana Zamudio, Sofia Rosales, Emma Bossard, Isabella Abreu, and Miren Grisolia. They displayed all 
the qualities that are required to be inducted into the NJHS;  
Scholarship, Leadership, Citizenship, Service, and  
Character. Our new members were inducted in a ceremony 
after mass where they pledged to uphold these standards  
and to be leaders of our school. All of our new NJHS 
members have worked very hard to be accepted into 
this organization and we congratulate them on accomplishing  
their goals. 

- Sofia Lisamore 

9/11 Prayer Service 
The events that occurred in New York City on September 11th, 2001 will never be forgotten. It was a day 
of utter tragedy and heart break for thousands of families and loved ones. Every September, the 8th graders 
lead a prayer service in honor of all the victims lost. The pain we all feel once the memories of 9/11 are 
spoken of is difficult to bear. Through this pain, we feel greater sympathy for all the victims. As a Catholic 
school, we make it our obligation to pray for those who have died and those impacted by horrible events. 
The victims are in a greater place above and for that we are eternally grateful. It has been 20 years since 
the event occurred, making this year's memorial especially significant. We pray for all those who have 
been impacted by 9/11. 

- Olivia Peacock 

Catholic Values
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November- Courage 
"I will do what I am 
supposed to do despite 
possible discomfort and lack 
of confidence." 

KA: Grayson Acosta 
KB: Miguel Pacheco 
1A: Viviana Seamone  
1B: Sofia Velez  
2A: Samantha Sanchez  
2B: Christopher Quintana 
3A: Jayden Rodriguez  
3B: Victoria Peacock 
4A: Mikaela Pacheco 
4B: Santiago Sanchez 
5A: Giovanni Griego 
5B: Pablo Andres 
6A: Mena Griego 
6B: Patrick Musi 
7A: Benicio Mola 
7B: Stephanie DeLonga 
8A: Sofia Lisamore 
8B: Gabriel Kasbdji 
Faculty: Ms. Castaldo 

- Gabriel Farina

December - Justice 
"I will show empathy and be 
peace-seeking in my 
interactions with others." 

KA: Vivian Tejada 
KB: Camila Tejada 
1A: Bianca Montmorency  
1B: Samantha Knox  
2A: Franco Berti 
2B: Olivia Balboa 
3A: Camila Del Valle 
3B: Ali Basar 
4A: Alesia Torres 
4B: Valentina Velasquez 
5A: Lis Lopez 
5B: Daniel Urrutia 
6A: Luna Morales-Salas 
6B: Valentina Pizzorni 
7A: Miren Grisolia 
7B: Emma Bossard 
8A: Valentino Morales-Salas 
8B: Aya Bardawil 
Faculty: Ms. Alvero 

- Sofia Lismore and Olivia 
Peacock

Catholic Values 

This month's Catholic Value is Hope: 

"I will rely on God's love to help me cope  

and overcome obstacles."
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