
Summer Reading 

2022 

 
Incoming 4th Graders 

 
Student: ________________________________ 

Parent Signature: ___________________________ 

 



Dear Parents, 

 

With the end of the school year upon us, I know that you are making plans 

for your child's summer vacation activities. Like most parents, you are aware that 

while the summer months are a welcomed opportunity for fun and relaxation, the 

break from school activities often causes students to experience a lag in learning 

upon returning to school in the fall. 

In an effort to lessen this effect, your child is required to read two books; 

one fiction and one non-fiction. In addition, students will complete a Book Report 

(fiction) and an Informational Text Activity Sheet (non-fiction).  Below you will 

find the book choices and attached the written assignments. 

 

Fiction: Lily’s Story: A Puppy Tale       

             by: Cameron W. Bruce  

 

Non-Fiction: I Survived: The San Francisco Earthquake, 1906  

                     by: Tarshis, Lauren 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Shaw & Ms. Shifflet 

 

 



Setting

The Setting is the time and place that a story takes place.  
The story would be very different if it takes place in a different 
setting than the one that the author writes.  

While reading the first 3 chapters of the story fill out the 
following questions about setting:

When is the story taking place?: _______________________
_________________________________________________

Where is the story taking place?: ______________________
_________________________________________________

Why did the author choose this setting? _________________
_________________________________________________

What other information do you know about the setting? _____
_______________________________________________________
___________________________________________



Vocabulary Chapter 1

These are the vocabulary words from chapter one.  Underneath 
the word and definition, write a sentence using the vocabulary word.

Kennel: A small shelter for a dog.
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Glimpse:  A partial view.
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Trampled:  To walk on.
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Gobble: To eat something fast and noisily.
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Stride: To walk with long steps.
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Barreled: To move fast and out of control.
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Runt: A puppy that is smaller than the others.
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________



Chapter 1 Questions

Answer these questions with complete sentences.

1. Where does the story take place?
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

2. Who are the characters?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

3. Why was Lily pushed around by the other puppies?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

1. How would you describe Lily?
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

2. What do you think the last animal is? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

3. What kinds of animals do they have at the kennel?
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Chapter 2 Questions



Point of View

The Point of View is the perspective that the story is being 
told.  The two most common in story writing is the First
Person Point of View and the Third Person Point of View.  

First Person Point of View: The story is being told from one 
character’s point of view.  The story will have words like “I” 
or “We” in it.

Third Person Point of View: The story is being told by 
someone that is not in the story.  The story will have words 
like “he”, “she”, or “it”.   

What point of view is this story written in?  How do you 
know?  What evidence is there in the first chapters?

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________



Chapter 3  Questions

Answer these questions with complete sentences.

1. Why was Missy at the shelter?
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

2. How did Lily wish that her brothers would approach her?
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

3. How did Lily’s life change when Maggie picked her up?
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Multiple Choice

4. What does Maggie’s dad do?

A: Trap animals C: Game warden
B: Work at the shelter D: It doesn’t say

5.  How did they know who Missy’s person was?

A: Her dog tag C: Microchip
B: Internet D: Phone call

6. What does a dog need to be truly happy?

A:  A mom C:  A person
B: A playmate D: Shelter



Chapter 4  Questions

Answer these questions with complete sentences.

1. Why doesn’t Mom want to keep Lily?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

2. When can Lily leave the shelter?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

3. What things go into taking care of a puppy?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

4. Would your parents allow you to have a puppy?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________



Chapter 5  Vocabulary

1. Complicated: Complex

1. Anxiously: Worried

2. Socialize: Make dogs comfortable with things

3. Squirm: To move the body from side to side

4. Lingered: To stay in a place longer than necessary

5. Gaze: Look at

Directions: Below draw a picture depicting one of your sentences.

These are the vocabulary words from chapter one.  Underneath the word 
and definition, write a sentence using each vocabulary word.



Chapter 5  Questions

Answer these questions with complete sentences.

1. What made Maggie sad inside?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

2. What are some misconceptions about Pit Bulls?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

3. Do you think Maggie’s plan will work? Why?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Multiple Choice

4. What made Maggie’s shoes smell good?

A: Air freshener C: Outside
B: Other animals D: Food

5. What did Maggie do when people came to see the dogs?

A: Went outside C: Ran away
B: Hid Lily D: Cried



Chapter 6  Questions

1. Why does Lily think people are more complicated than dogs?
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. What happens to Bryan at school?
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3. What did Bryan buy for Maggie?  
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Chapter 7  Questions

Answer these questions with complete sentences.

1. What was Maggie’s wish?
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

2. Why did Maggie and her dad take a drive in the truck?
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________



Chapter 8  Questions

1. Why was dad mad at Craig?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

2. What did Lily say is the purpose of a puppy?  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Chapter 9  Questions

Answer these questions with complete sentences.

Answer these questions with complete sentences.

1. Do you think it would be a failure to adopt Lily? Why?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

2. What do you think will happen when her dad finds out Lily is with them?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________



Chapter 10 Word Find

Find the words in the word bank in the puzzle below and 
circle them or use markers to color in the words.

Adoringly, Baffled, Chuckled, Flash, Innocently, Insistently, 
Mesh, Surged, Swerved, Tinkling 



Chapter 10  Questions

Answer these questions with complete sentences.

1. Do you think a different family should adopt Lily? Why?
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

2. What would you have done in Maggie’s place?
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

3. Do you think Maggie is going to get in big trouble? What kind of trouble?
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Directions: Below draw a picture of a scene from chapters 1-10.



Vocabulary Chapter 11
These are the vocabulary words from chapter eleven.  Underneath the 

word and definition, write a sentence using each vocabulary word.

Concerned: Worried
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Distracted: Unable to concentrate
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Hypnotized: To capture the whole attention
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Bizarre: Strange and amusing
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Chapter 11  Questions

Answer these questions with complete sentences.

1. Do you think Officer Simmons will adopt Lily? Why?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

2. Was their plan a good plan? Why?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________



Chapter 12  Questions

Answer these questions with complete sentences.

1.  What did mom say was a happy accident?
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

2.  What rule could mom make that would make Maggie sad?
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

3.  What did the man do with Lily?  
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Chapter 13  Questions

Answer these questions with complete sentences.

1. Describe what happened when Lily was playing with the kittens?
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

2. Why did Maggie say no to Lily?
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________



Chapter 14  Questions

Answer these questions with complete sentences.

1. What happened at the end of the chapter?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

2. What would you do if you were Maggie?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

3. Why does Maggie think that Lily is meant to help rescue animals?

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
Chapter 15  Questions

Answer these questions with complete sentences.

1. What happened when Maggie opened the window?
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

2. Describe what the man looked like?
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

3. Why did the man want to hang onto Lily?
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________



Chapter 16-17  Question

Summarize what happened in chapters 16-17.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________



Chapter 18  Questions

Answer these questions with complete sentences.

1. What was the man’s suggestion?
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

2. Do you think that will be good enough for Maggie?
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Chapter 19  Questions

Answer these questions with complete sentences.

1. How does Lily describe Maggie’s grief?
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

2. How would you describe Lily’s emotions?
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

3. Do you think Lily should go to Furry Face? Why?
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________



Chapter 20

Now it is your turn to write a poem about Lily.  
Write the word Lily down the page and use the 
letter in each line as the first word of that line of 
the poem.

L
I
L
Y



Chapter 20

1. Summarize what happened in chapter 20.

1. What is your opinion of Lily’s Story? Would you 
recommend this book to a friend? Why or why not?



Informational Text Fact Sheet 
I Survived The San Francisco Earthquake, 1906  

 

 

Part 1:  Comprehension Questions 

 

 

_____1. Where had Leo’s grandfather found the gold nugget that he gave to Leo? 

 

A.  In Sacramento 

B. In a Riverbed east of the city 

C. Back east with the Native Americans 

D. On his grizzly bear adventure 

 

_____2.  When Fletch and Wilkie steal Leo’s gold, he remembers a story about his grandfather 

to help him realize that he’s got to trick them into giving him back his gold.  What did the 

grandpa do to scare off the grizzly? 

  

A.  Fired a shotgun 

 B.  Used the rattler from a rattlesnake 

 C.  Stayed perfectly still and the bear left 

 D.  Nothing…this is how his grandpa died 

 

_____3.  Who is Corey Drew? 

  

A.  The boy who always annoyed Leo 

 B.  One of the bullies 

 C.  One of the first people to recognize the earthquake 

 D.  A ghost that the boys were going to use to scare the bullies 

 

_____4.  What happened just as Fletch and Wilkie were about to beat up Morris and Leo? 

  

A.  Morris and Leo escaped to safety 

 B.  The earthquake struck 

 C.  Firefighters yelled for the boys to stop 

 D.  A ghost came and stopped the beating 

 

_____5.  When Leo and Morris saved Wilkie, why was Wilkie so upset? 

  

 A.  He didn’t like the idea of two “little” kids saving him 

 B.  He’d lost the gold 

 C.  He realized that Fletch had deserted him 

 D.  He knew he was stuck in an earthquake 

 

 

 



 

 

______6. Why do Leo and Wilkie decide to put water on the blanket?  

 A.  They need to wet it so they can save Morris 

 B.  They don’t want to become dehydrated 

 C.  They see a horse that is suffering and want to help it 

 D.  Their skin is burning 

 

 

_____7.  What happens to Fletch by the end of the story? 

 

 A.  He is placed in a hospital because of his bad injury 

 B.  Wilkie hands him over to the police 

 C.  He goes to Seattle on a football scholarship 

 D.  He is dead from the fire 

 

_____8.  Where do most survivors of the fire take a train to after the earthquake? 

 

 A.  Seattle 

 B.  New York City 

 C.  They stay in San Francisco 

 D.  Sacramento 

 

 

 

Part 2: Match the character with the character’s description. 

 

A. Wilkie  

B. Leo  

C. Fletch  

D. Morris 

E. Grandpop 

F. Corey 

 

1. I am the main character who gets picked on by 2 bullies. _____________ 

2. I am known as the little pest who likes to hang out with Leo. ______________ 

3. I meet face to face with a grizzly bear. ________________ 

4. I am the bully who gets caught under some bricks during the earthquake and 

eventually changes into a nicer character. ____________ 

5. I am a ghost. __________________ 

6. I am the bully who is holding Leo’s gold and doesn’t go to save my friend. 

___________________ 



Part 3: Write a short summary of the novel.  Be sure to include the main 

events in the story in the order they occur.


